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" WASHINGTON, Aug. 3— Jus-jgence or with the responsibility|
Jtice

;ace i ! A
ing into possible wrongdoing,'zteflfkthe nam::;l z:(ri?::::s%.on of
e H E ng repor (

by the Central Intelhgenceﬁthe Justice lawyers—that the

Agency have concluded that} mail was ilizgal—may
agency employes acted illegallyiiperefore hold significance for.
in opening and: photographingitre eventual prosecution of
majl in transit between the other domestic activities by the
United States and Communistiagency that, like the mail open-

placed department officials,  ifforeign involvement. L

first report that the department; cytions were almost certain to
pane! set up -to examine the! grow -out of the department’s
ranze of the C.LAs domestic; investigation. e
activities, as well as its alleged Matter of Evidence
involvemant in-foreign assas-j (har  officials have -cau-
ination plots,. ras -reachied aitioned, -however, that it was]
stermination of -illegality " of! s:ill unclear whether the de-
ny of the agency's operations; part‘n“!ent_\v'ou]d be.a"o‘lc to as-
that have been quastioned. - i.semme in the maii-opening
’ e e eprca Fcases evidence that was solid
ne of the officials, all ofiio..n" to sustain a criminal
whom asked not to be identi-i!:hdictment of the agency. em-|
fied, seid a principal problemipioves who were directly in-
faced by the panel, which isjivolved.
composed . of absut a dozenii Ona
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w

) official said that. the,
Justice Department lawyers, is'agents were very astute” in,
that the Federal statute of lim-jiconcealing from post ofiice;
jtztions, normally five years in§§gf;lf:?';\fsan(-jth:cx’;yisgr;?p;ittﬁz::;
- 5 if1 A e T - 13 < o
most felony cases, had ml“‘fmd;ibound for the Soviet Union and;
prosecution against many ofij~po o l
the agency’s activities in the, The department’s investiza-!
nineteen fifties and nineteenltion, he said, might well dis-!
ixties. ‘solve into a matter of “Who;
. He said, however, that suchistruck John?'—a metaphor for;
was rnot the case with thelthe confusion that results fromi
CILA’s mail-opening opera-ia welter of conflicting testi-!
tions, which are said to have - mony and accusations unac-i
continued in the San Francisco (companied by independant 'evi-g
2rzz until 1971 and at Kennedy ‘dence. ) : :
International :\irport in New' Qne official pointed out,_as%
York until 1373. an example of an incident that!
The Justice Department, the .o ¢yiq-was clearly prohibited’
ofiicials said, is invesiigaling ‘pv Federal statute. the recent
2li comestic C.LA. activities of giselosure by the C.LA. that
iwhich it has knowledze, ranging ii; 1aa detained for three years
from wiretapping and treaX-inS ‘more than 100 pieces of mail
to the infiltration of political ifrom the Soviet Union to recip-
orzanizauons and g’ne adminis- ‘jents in- the Unied States.
tering of mind-altering drugs t0}  Ranjamin F. Bailar, the Post-
unsuspeciing victims. imaster General, said last
important consideration :month, in announcing the belat-

ng ali of the cases, they. ed discovery, that the mail—385
4, is ~whether such ac-.posicards and 23 Jetters—had
while taking - plac2 bzen given to the Justice De-
ine United States, were’ partment “pending possible le-
izs3 consonant with the pal action against those respon-
sitie {or opening and delaining
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non2th
agency's mission of gathering
.and evzluating foreign intell- it.

W

Department lawyers look-;0f the executive branch ‘to-pro- |-

couniries, according to well-{ings, possessed an element. of iwarrant, which

o e FEi i le . One high Justice official has |
-, The officials’ assertion is the said privgtely that some prose- |
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; Without a Warran§
The Federal statute governing
the Justice Department’s in-
jvestigation of the mail-tampe;-
‘ing cases makes it a felony
punishable by up to five years
in prison to remove from a
postal facility or to epen and
texamine any piece of mail in
:the a2bsence of a judicial search,
" the C.L.A. did
‘not have. ‘

William E. Colby, the Director
of Central Intelligence, said last
February that he did not expect
criminal charges to be Trought
against any C.LA. employes
their involvement jn
domestic activities.

tion, said later, however, that
they had given Mr. Coiby no
such assurances and weve wail-
ing to see additionak :.:.j:tert'ai,
including that produesd dy the
Rockefeller commissime 1

iooking
into domestic C.I.A. aziivities,
btiore Teaching =2nw conclu-
sions.
The coramission reported in
June that, from 1852 1o 1972,
the intelligence agency ran in-
termittent mail-opening  pro-
grams at different times in
New York, San Francisco, New

Orleans and Hawaii.

tcok place in the ninetzen-if-
ties, but it termed buth of
them, like the New York and
San Fraacisco operations, “un-

lawful.” :

the San Francisco project,

1971 and

ipieces of muail from
: Coast postal facility
graphing and an
The commission sz

Tht New Orleans and "Ha- A f

-1n 1970 and 1971 )
The commission reporiid that

York project, which continued’

uninterrupted between 1953 a
1973. was finally halted by
William J. Cotter, who leared
of the project while an official
of the C.LA. whicah he left
in 1969 to becom. eckief postal
inspector. .
Mr. Cotter's predecessor, lika
most other postal officials, had
belteved that the agency’s oper-
ations at postal facilities in-
volved simply photographing
the outsides of envelopas des-
tined for the Communist target
jcountries, which s legal.
! 1In its last year of operation,
the interception project at Ken-
.nedy Airport examined 2 mil-

Lawyers in the Justice De- ilion’ pieces of mail destined

parment’s Cnmmf{! and Civil-for overseas delivery and
Rights Division which &7e €007 jopened nearly 9,000 of them;
dinating the C.LA. inv&stinga- lthe commission reported. - -
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u 5th add.L.w2 ¥

Amongz the letters that were
opened, photographed and re-
tained were two mziled to the
Sevist Union in 1833 and 1960
by Bella S. Abzug, now a ian-
hattan Democratic Representa-
tive, while she was a practicing
lawyver in New-York.

The two letters had been sent
-in behalf of clients of Russian
ancestry to an am of Lhe
Soviet -Government asking for
assistance in finding other po-
tential heirs in estate cases. »
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waiian mail interceptizn pro-|
grams, the commission said,

which was concerned with mail

to and from -Far Easters coun-

iries, tpok place in 1270 and _
involved removing; ]
and fater returning selected; .
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